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t                                        HISTORY OF THE BRITS.         

         CHAPTER 13: THE BALEFUL SHADOW OF AMERICA 
 

 I argued in Chapter 5 that Britain was the most progressive nation on 

Earth. I believe it still is. If that conclusion is sound then it is important because 

it means Britain has a special responsibility to try and lead us all back from the 

ecological disaster towards which the presently leaderless human race is 

marching as a rabble. 

 To reach my conclusion I have to explain why America, although it 

sometimes appears like a colossal superpower, is still a second-rate affair quite 

incapable of assuming that vital leadership role. To do that I will argue: 

• America never joined WW2 ‘to save Western civilization’. It was 

suckered into Pearl Harbour by the KGB. 

• Apart from revenge against Japan its main intent after that was to 

drag down Britain and assume her leading role in the world – 

which she did. Britain beat Hitler but Roosevelt and Truman 

picked her pockets while she was lying exhausted on the 

battlefield. 

• The Brits (Churchill in particular) reacted naively. They wanted to 

believe that America was an ally and not a ruthless adversary. So 

Britain won the war but comprehensively lost the peace. 

• Even so, rich as it became, and bristling with dangerous weapons, 

America is, and will remain, incurably second rate. 

 

Lest I be accused of Anti-Americanism let me say I regard myself as one 

quarter American. I owe America a great deal, including most of my 

professional training (as an astronomer and Space scientist). I have lived over 

there three times (Arizona, Ohio and Baltimore), my only child was born there, 
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and I have camped right across her beautiful wilderness areas  “from sea to 

shining sea”. I have even stood at Cape Canaveral with my American 

colleagues, tears streaming down my cheeks, singing their national anthem, as 

we watched the Shuttle lift off carrying our instrument, with its attendant 

astronauts, into orbit. But this is not a history of the Yanks but of the Brits. And 

there is little doubt in my mind now that America did its best to bring Britain 

down in the war so as to assume its leading role in the world. And why not? The 

USA had no obligation to Britain. And if the Brits were too deluded or too 

exhausted to realize that they were being robbed then,  arguably it served them 

right. But it is necessary now to put the record straight. 

 

 

1 PEARL HARBOUR.       Historians since Liddel-Hart {1} have puzzled 

over America’s ultimatum to Japan in 1941, which was bound to lead to P.H., 

or something very like it. In my naivety I imagined it was cooked up by a 

cunning Roosevelt to drag his reluctant citizens into the war to save Liberal 

Democracy at Britain’s side [See Note 4 on prehistory of PH]. Apparently not. 

It appears that R disliked B, and conspired to put an end to, or even hi-jack her 

empire. 

The man who actually originated and composed that ultimatum to Japan 

was a minor functionary in, of all places, the US Treasury, called Harry Dexter 

White. As early as 1943 White was fingered as a KGB agent by two fellow 

conspirators but it wasn’t until 1948 that the FBI questioned him, after which he 

immediately ‘died of a massive heart attack’. Fifty years later publication of 

decrypts from the Venona Project to break Soviet diplomatic codes, leave little 

doubt of White’s treachery. 

Suddenly Pearl Harbour makes sense. The major and perhaps only 

beneficiaries were the Soviets who were reeling from Hitler’s assault on Russia. 

But Stalin had a large army locked up in Manchuria facing the Japanese. After 
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Pearl Harbour he could safely transport it across the USSR on the Trans-

Siberian-Railway and put it into the field against the Wehrmacht. Its winter 

offensive saved Moscow. 

 There is no incontrovertible proof that America was duped. However, 

after the USSR fell, several high level KGB defectors testified to its veracity. I 

am inclined to believe it because no other explanation for Pearl Harbour makes 

any sense. Although Churchill long afterwards claimed otherwise, Pearl 

Harbour nearly ruined Britain which now had to fight on two fronts ten 

thousand miles apart. Her Australian allies pulled out of North Africa to defend 

their own country – which later  led to the fall of Tobruk. It resulted in the 

immediate loss of Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore, which were to have 

serious post-war consequences. And she had to raise a vast Anglo-Indian army, 

including 2.5 million Indian volunteers, to defend that vast sub-continent. 

So Stalin was the sole beneficiary [Note that the US didn’t declare war 

against Germany, it was the other way round; Hitler declared war against 

America 3 days after PH. What would have happened if instead he’d been smart 

enough to declare war against Japan? Intriguing.] 

American historians are as reluctant to concede the KGB plot as I was; 

but of course they would be wouldn’t they. It makes America look foolish and 

discredits any claim she has to be the saviour and leader of the West. 

 

2 LEND-LEASE 

  Even before P.H. Churchill crossed the Atlantic to discuss the 

future course of the war with Roosevelt. One outcome of their deliberations was 

Lend-Lease, a program which would enable Britain to purchase huge amounts 

of American munitions, without having to pay for them immediately. It sounds 

like charity (Churchill called it “the least sordid act in history”) but actually it 

was a cunning trap into which he walked. It took him years to learn that 

Roosevelt was a political chameleon who would, and did, say anything to 
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anybody if it suited his immediate purpose [Only at Yalta  three years later did 

Roosevelt show his true colours when, on most important matters, he sided with 

Stalin against Churchill with dire post-war consequences, notably for Eastern 

Europe, including Britain’s ally Poland]. In fact the L-L treaty, when it emerged 

in full, contained the notorious Clause VII in which Britain, in return, had, 

among many other obligations, to give up Imperial Preferences, the whole basis 

of its successful interwar trading strategy. This wasn’t pick-pocketing; this was 

a smash and grab raid on the British Empire, America’s supposed ally. 

Churchill gagged but Britain, after leaving all its heavy military equipment at 

Dunkirk, had to surrender its wallet. Had Churchill been more honest with them 

L-L might not have passed his Members of Parliament. 

 

3 BRETTON WOODS 

  In 1944 the Americans held a huge conference at BW New Hampshire to 

lay down the post war international financial settlement. It was organized, and 

largely presided over, by no less than our old KGB friend Harry Dexter White, 

who started planning it not long after P.H. There could be no doubt that this 

time he intended to sucker the Brits by pretending that the conference was based 

on the ideas of their Economics panjandrum John Maynard Keynes. But this 

was complete bamboozle. The intention was to erect, over the grave of sterling, 

the almighty dollar as the world’s only convertible currency in place of gold. 

And so it came to pass. America would become rich beyond its wildest dreams 

while Britain, as its reward for resisting the Nazis, faced beggary. Keynes, chief 

of the British delegation, should have walked out of  Bretton Woods, but he was 

either too flattered by the bombast, or too weakened by heart disease, to see the 

trap. The result was an absolute post-war disaster for Britain and its Empire. [If 

you think this is a conspiracy story cooked up by me, please read the Postcript 

to this chapter.]  
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4 POSTWAR DEBTS  

 If America ever intended to pay its fair share of the cost of the war (its 

GDP more than doubled between 1939 and 1945) how come it emerged so 

humungously rich, while Britain emerged so raggedly poor? At the end 

Britain’s National Debt (owned principally to its citizens who had purchased 

War Bonds, and to the US and Canada as loans) amounted to between 2.5 and 3 

years of total GDP. Add to that war damage, probably as much or more again, 

and she was in hock for 5 to 9 years of her future income (imagine that 

personally). If the government budget (taxes) was something like 1/3rd of GDP 

then the entire budget for something like 20 years ahead would be entirely 

committed to recovery. No wonder Britons would have to live on thin rationed 

gruel to pay for a war that had made America fabulously rich. Fortunately, some 

of that foreign debt could be deferred [B paid off the last instalment of its WW2 

debt to the US – £83 million, in 2006.] And by the way the much vaunted 

Marshall Plan, was a mere drop in the ocean. Britain’s share of it (26%) 

amounted to just over 1% of its total war-debt including war damage. 

 In defence of America Britain had in 1934 defaulted on its huge loans 

from the USA in WW1. But it finally paid up (£3.5 Billion) in 2015. 

 

4 BRITAIN’S SUBSIDY TO US SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY 

 Before the war US industry was good at mass producing technology of 

intermediate sophistication such as cars, trucks and tractors. Afterwards it 

became the global hub of super–sophisticated industries such as armaments, 

electronics, aircraft, computing, rockets, drugs, nuclear weapons and 

reactors……….. How did that come about? In no small measure through 

picking Britain’s brains, while denuding it of the capital Britain itself would 

have required to exploit them. Here are some instances: 

• The Cavity Magnetron, invented by Randall and Boot at 

Birmingham University,  was “the most valuable product ever to 
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reach America’s shores”. Able to generate short wave 

electromagnetic waves with thousands of times the power of its 

valve-based progenitors, Taffy Bowen carried it with him to 

America in his “suitcase full of secrets” (1940) and showed the 

Americans how to build sophisticated radar systems. [You have 

one in your microwave oven]. We know now that the contents of 

Bowen’s suitcase was literally priceless, for it was to entirely 

overturn the world, not to mention Britain’s and America’s relative 

positions in it {Buderi}.[See Note 5] 

• Less well known was the silicon crystal rectifier refined at Bristol 

University by H W B Skinner. Until America adopted it US radar 

sets were hopelessly uncompetitive. Shocked, the Americans put 

thousands of PhDs to work on silicon crystal devices at Bell Labs 

and elsewhere, which eventually led to the transistor. {Buderi}. 

• Jet engine technology – which it took Frank Whittle over 20 years 

to develop, was sold to America for a song (£800,000). The chief 

American engineer who was tasked in 1940 to come over, pick it 

up and take it back, told me of his shame at how Britain was 

fleeced. He also told me a fascinating story of, as he put it “The 

real technical secret that won the war.” Apparently a humble 

engine fitter in the Midlands, whose job it was to service worn out 

Merlin aero-engines, noticed that their gear-wheel cogs always 

wore out asymmetrically. “Why” he wrote in a note he put in the 

factory ‘Suggestions Box’ “Dain’t we build ‘em with asymmetric 

gears in the first place?” Fortunately a Rolls Royce engineer read 

and understood. The first engine so built produced no less than 

30% more power! This revolutionised Merlin became the basis of 

most of Britain’s successful war planes including the later 

Spitfires, the Lancaster and the Mosquito. Daimler Benz never 
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caught on – after which the Luftwaffe didn’t stand a chance.    [ 

According to Anthony Fokker {1938} the engines are usually the 

real secret of successful aircraft] . As for America it was good at 

mass producing aircraft, less good at designing them. The 

exception was the P51 Mustang, perhaps the outstanding aeroplane 

of the war. But even it was a lemon until its 800 Horsepower 

Allison engine was replaced by a 1670 HP Merlin built with 

asymmetric gears. 

• Among other things Britain also shared (generously or foolishly 

depending on one’s point of view) its secrets in antibiotics, cipher-

breaking, computing and Operational Research (OR) which last 

was pioneered by British ‘boffins’[Ref 14 Budainski]. OR has 

never received the public attention of the other three (presumably 

because of the maths), but was just as crucial to winning the war 

and far more important to expanding production afterwards. Using 

quantitative ideas to analyse and improve complex operations, it 

was crucial to the Battle of the Atlantic [for example see the 

Convoy Equation in Chap.4] while US Admiral Rickover claimed 

it had reduced the time to develop the Polaris submarine missile 

system from 9 years to 2. Getting Man to the Moon on time would 

have been impossible without it. The management of Space 

projects is driven by CPA (Critical Path Analysis) a simple but 

ingenious branch of OR developed in the States. (I use it to do our 

cooking. Try it.). 

• How and why America became such an overweening nuclear  

power is, to my mind, still a puzzling and disturbing conundrum. 

Was it a sinister plan, or just ramshackle government? But there is 

no doubt where it originally got its nuclear know-how from. Again 

from Britain, again from Birmingham University{Rhodes}.Two 
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exiles from Germany (Peierls and Frisch) working in Mark 

Oliphant’s group there, calculated the critical mass of Uranium 235  

needed to set off an explosive chain reaction (10 kilograms as 

opposed to the 10 tons calculated by the Germans), while in the 

wider Maud committee the gaseous diffusion process needed to 

separate out the deadly isotope (of which there is only 1% in 

natural Uranium) was worked out and found feasible, if very 

tiresome. 

     Britain decided (cipher breaking) that such a bomb would come 

too late to affect the war in Europe but in 1941 Oliphant went 

around Physics labs in the States, who were highly sceptical 

originally, to persuade them to build the bomb instead. Thus the 

almighty Manhattan project started as a joint venture between the 

two allies. {Rhodes}. 

 As we all know America dropped two Atom bombs on 

Japan, but she shouldn’t bear the sole responsibility for that. The 

decision to do so was taken by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Potsdam 

with Churchill and Truman in attendance. Apparently there were 

no dissenters. [Had they not been dropped, the bloodthirsty 

General Curtis Le May might instead have burned half the 

Japanese to death in their highly flammable cities.] 

 What should worry us all though was the way the American 

nuclear program grew so grotesquely out of proportion afterwards. 

Tens of nuclear bombs would have sufficed; they manufactured 

tens of thousands! And they threw out Britain (Macmahon Act 

1946) leaving Western Europe entirely at the mercy on the one 

hand of Stalin’s vast tank army based on the plains of Germany, 

and at the whim of the United States on the other. To my mind it 

was a foul act of treachery, but the victims were in no position to 
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complain at the time (instead poor old Britain had to quickly 

cobble together a Bomb of its own which it could ill afford). 

 Possession of the bomb appears to have gone entirely to 

America’s head. What they had in mind with their vast nuclear 

arsenal it is impossible to fathom.  How we so narrowly evaded a 

nuclear holocaust over Cuba (1962) was a miracle when all of the 

American chiefs of staff wanted to ‘Nook the Soveet Union’. Such 

stupidity is beyond belief, but a symptom of their Hollywood- 

cowboy mentality. [However I went deep into the Soviet Union in 

1986 and there spent considerable time talking with their presiding 

nuclear genius Jakov Z’eldovich. What I found out makes for a 

story far better than any spy novel.[ See Note 1] 

 

5 AMERICA’S SECOND-RATE STATUS 

 When discussing the progressiveness of societies (Chapt. 5) America just 

scraped in to the bottom of the second rate class.  But that was judged on 

performance over the past century. Surely with her recent superpower status she 

will do much better today?  Let’s see: 

                            TABLE (13:1) 

          RELATIVE PROGRESSIVENESS OF STATES 

Quality USA 

100y 

USA 

today  

Ancient  

Greece 

Ancient 

Rome 

Curiosity 3 5 4 1 

Literacy 5 5 5 2 

Democracy 2 3 3 2 

Honesty 3 2 (3) (2) 

Tolerance 2 3-4 2 2 

Adaptability 4 3-4 4 2 
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Score 720 1800 1440 32 

Class II II II IV 

Class I >3125     

Column No. (1) (2) (3) (4) 

 

 

 Modern America [col. (2)] certainly scores higher than it did, notably 

because of increases in Curiosity (Science) and Tolerance (Black 

emancipation). But it still falls well short of first–class status (> 3000) because 

of poor scores for Honesty, Democracy and Adaptability. Since these scores are 

mine alone I should explain how they were reached: 

(A)   HONESTY .  

Casual dishonesty is so widespread in American public life that is 

difficult to know where to start or end. For instance: 

• The Wright Brothers never made mankind’s first powered 

flight from Kittyhawk (1903).[Note 1] .Go to https://tinyurl.com/y9kgj844 for 

my case on that  Good example of using CST to sort out conflicting evidence, 

an essential skill  for all historians.  

• Admiral Peary, who claimed to be first to the North Pole, never got 

anywhere near it (1912). 

• The promised US army finally reached France in mid 1918 – but 

with no field-guns, so it couldn’t fight. Moreover General Sherman refused to 

fight under Allied Command, which rendered the US contribution more or less 

useless. It was mainly show{Terraine} 

• The petroleum and motor industries knew very well that the lead 

they needlessly introduced into petrol was highly poisonous but they fought 
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successfully for over 40 years to deny it. The harm, particularly to children, was 

horrendous. 

• Ditto US Tobacco. By the 1940s it was known, first in Germany  

then Britain, that smoking killed millions. It took 20 years for the US tobacco 

industry and the US Surgeon General to grudgingly admit the truth. They 

should have been strung up like war criminals. 

• Selman Waksman stole the credit, and the Nobel Prize for 

discovering Streptomycin, from his assistant Albert Schatz, whose career he 

deliberately wrecked 1944. Never exposed as a thief during his lifetime. 

{Meyers} 

• In the Vietnam War senior US officers routinely lied to the 

politicians who routinely lied to the people {Burns & Novick ; Hastings}. 

• Sixty per cent of US hysterectomies were carried out by doctors for 

money, against the interests of their patients. 

• Large armament contracts are routinely won by putting in 

artificially low bids , then jacking up the prices to make enormous profits. 

• Big Science in the US is often betrayed and undermined by 

systematic lying about project costs in advance. [See The International Space 

Station – a complete boondoggle costing $100 Bn. ; the Texas Supercollider 

(cancelled in the end by a furious Congress) and now the James Webb Space 

Telescope whose costs have escalated by a factor of about 40 !!!!!! while its 

launch has been delayed a dozen times. It may never do science but JWST 

keeps a lot of people in well paid jobs, while preventing better projects  being 

funded.] 

• Kennedy never admitted that détente over Cuba was only reached 

after he bowed to Russian pressure to remove equivalent US missiles from 

Turkey [ But thank goodness he did. John Wayne would never have approved.]. 
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• The US Atomic Energy Authority has never admitted that its 

Pressurised Water Reactor design (now used all over the world except in  

Britain which uses much safer gas-cooled reactors) is fundamentally 

unsafe.(The PWR was developed to produce enriched Uranium for bombs, and 

for nuclear submarines ).This is an absolute tragedy because we might have had 

far  safer and cheaper  Liquid Thorium reactors instead, making us no longer 

reliant on the poisonous hydro-carbons that are dangerously heating up the 

globe {Hargraves & Moir, 2010}.  

• The perils of anthropocentric Global Warming have been covered 

up in the US by a cabal of sinister ex defence-scientists who knew nothing of 

the real matter, but who have used every dirty trick to deceive the people, the 

scientific profession and the planet {Oreskes & Conway}. 

• The 2008/9 Financial Crash was the direct result of US white-

collar dishonesty: Toxic Mortgages, Opaque Financial instruments such as 

CDIs, auditors in cahoots with dodgy clients, over-leveraging by greedy 

banks….. 

• US Big Pharma routinely lies about the safety and effectiveness of 

its products. The Opiode crisis, now killing more than 50,000 poor Americans a 

year, is only the latest example. But boy is it profitable! The recent Theranos 

scandal illustrates how Big Money and Big Law can defy honest attempts at 

investigation {Carreyrou} 

                                       Need I say more? 

 

(B) DEMOCRACY 

America’s appalling written constitution means that the presidency is 

little better than a succession of ramshackle absolute monarchies. Each president 

enters office with his own retinue of courtiers and toadies, his own list of 

obligations to powerful backers, and leaves with all the presidential papers in his 

private keeping. And no matter how inept, feeble or dishonest he is it is 
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practically impossible to drive him out of office. (even hereditary monarchies can 

do better than that; viz mad King George and the Regency). Thus: 

• Mrs Woodrow Wilson locked her stricken husband out of sight in 

the bedroom and effectively ruled America from the White House for 17 

months (1919). 

• Nixon was a traitor who stole office by first sabotaging the 

Vietnam peace talks in Paris.{Burns & Novick} 

• Reagan claimed, (and probably believed) he’d been a soldier who 

had liberated Nazi concentration camps when in fact he’d spent the entire war 

profitably acting in Hollywood. He would often take important decisions after 

consulting Mrs. Reagan’s fortune teller. 

• If George Washington “Couldn’t tell a lie” Franklin 

Roosevelt could barely tell the truth. At best he was enigmatic; at worst a 

shyster. [see Note 3]. 

• Truman is thought of as a decent little man who developed into a 

pretty fair president. But his fellow senators would barely speak to him because 

he’d been crookedly shoe-horned into that august body by T.J Prendergast, who 

was subsequently sent to gaol (even in America!).{McCulloch} 

• The absolute nature of a monarchical presidency means that a 

president can fill all the powerful offices of state (including the Supreme Court) 

with unelected and often incompetent cronies. Thus FDR filled the headship of 

the Treasury with a dimwit confidante called Henry Morgenthau. Morgenthau 

galvanized the Germans to go on fighting for another 6 months by openly 

calling for Germany to be reduced to a rural peasantry,[FDR’s unilateral call for 

an ‘Unconditional Surrender’ was a similar idiocy which cost millions of 

unnecessary lives].And it was Morgenthau who hired and promoted Harry 

Dexter White, the KGB agent who caused so much trouble. 
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• Then there is the shameless gerrymandering that goes on in 

Congress. Once elected senior politicians are in office they are rarely voted out 

afterwards. Why? Because they gerrymander the boundaries of their 

constituencies so as to cheat the voting public. 

 

If  that is ‘Democracy’ then I am  a Dutchman. 

 

(C) ADAPTABILITY 

is as essential for a nation as it is for any organism. But, thanks to its 

sclerotic Written Constitution, America is almost powerless to change itself, or 

its leadership. Thus: 

• It couldn’t join the League of Nations or declare war voluntarily to 

save democracy (because its powerful minorities, the Zionists and the Irish in 

particular, would never allow it to take sides with Britain.) 

• It couldn’t impeach Nixon (who was finally ousted not by the 

Press, as they liked to claim, but by Deep Throat who croaked.) 

• It cannot outface the Gun Lobby. 

• It cannot provide a minimum of decent health care for its poor. 

• Its legal system largely exists to protect the rich and powerful 

against the poor and helpless {Carryrou}.  

• For every elected congressman and congresswoman in Washington 

there are 50 Lobbyists employed there solely to look after the interests of the 

entrenched, of big banks and corporations, of monopolies, hedge funds and of 

billionaires and of influential minorities like the Zionists. Much of the mess in 

the Middle East can be attributed to the influence of these last. 

 

No wonder the US often seems paralysed: it is paralysed much of the 

time. It is beyond me to imagine that it could decisively reverse its stance on say 
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Global Warming let alone lead the world on any enlightened crusade. Thus I 

maintain that its poor standing in the Progress Table is fully justified. 

 

6 AMERICAN CULTURE – GLAMOROUS OR GLUTINOUS? 

Perhaps the most crippling effect of Britain’s post-war impoverishment 

was the dramatic loss of ‘Soft Power’ that came with it. American films flooded 

our cinemas; British television screens and living rooms were inundated with 

US programs, our  radios and record-players with American music. American 

advertising for American products bellowed and blasted everywhere. Then US 

tycoons like Rupert Murdoch operated, only half behind the scenes, 

manipulating Britain to their own sinister  ends (Blair was a Murdoch puppet). 

The combined effect of all this was overwhelming, to the point that  an 

American future came to seem both glamorous and inevitable. But in truth it is 

neither. One probably has to live over there, as I have done three times, to 

recognise that the American lifestyle, compared with Britain’s, is, all-in-all, 

second rate. By comparison it is transient, insecure, materialistic, bland, 

unhealthy, hyper-competitive, work-obsessed, friendless – and generally not 

much fun. When I found that half of my colleagues felt obliged to come in to 

work on Christmas-day I knew that  America was not for me. Yes America is 

full of brilliant individuals, but by and large they’re not having a good time. 

They don’t know that, because they’ve  got no comparison, and so Hollywood 

cannot know it  either. But it is so. You can drive 4,000 miles across the United 

States and never get anywhere.  By aping America, without real understanding, 

post-war Britain, in my opinion, undermined its own self-confidence, and in 

doing so did itself, and its future, much unnecessary harm. 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

 1 If one nation could lead the world away from its approaching collision 

with Nature it ought to be the US. Like no other country it has the combination of 

land, natural resources, secure borders, wealth and technical know-how to do so 

convincingly. If only it could! But as I have tried to argue the US is not a Great 

Power and probably never can be. Thanks to its appalling Constitution, its 

polyglot and therefore divided population and its pervasive public dishonesty, it 

is alas, and will remain, a second-rate power. Trump’s ambition “To Make 

America Great Again” is therefore not only dangerous but impossible; it was 

never Great. Liberals on both sides of the Atlantic like to imagine that he is a 

temporary aberration. On the contrary. Trump is a pretty fair representative of 

America’s delusions, ambitions, weaknesses and limitations. We all have to 

recognize that and move on. 

2 If America cannot lead us back from the environmental brink then, I am 

suggesting, Britain must try. However, one of the many obstacles to that is the 

perception, particularly among its own intellectual classes, that, beside America, 

Britain is second rate and irrelevant. Yes in terms of wealth, weaponry and 

empire she certainly is. But as I tried to argue in Chapter 5 on ‘Progress’, those 

are not the factors which count when it comes to Civilization. Britain was laid 

low economically by its huge (and thank goodness successful) efforts in two 

world wars while America made itself filthy rich out of them, largely ``(and 

dishonourably) at Britain’s expense. But Britain has gradually recovered its 

finances, if not its self-confidence—and that largely because of the baleful 

shadow which Mighty America appears to cast across the Future. The White 

House, the Pentagon, Hollywood, Wall Street, Madison Avenue, Cape 

Canaveral, Silicon Valley, Amazon…. these are the icons which constantly 

dominate world news. But look more closely. The world wars which made 

America so rich are long over. An economy based on hydrocarbons hasn’t got 

much future. Unless it can resort to nuclear missiles, which of course it cannot, 
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America has a pretty feeble military footprint. Manufacturing is a fragile basis 

for national income because it can always be imitated and then be undercut, 

either by cheaper labour or by currency manipulation (viz China). Monopolies 

such as Silicon Valley and Hollywood are long term unsustainable. And while 

the Moon Landing was spectacular, Big Science probably won’t thrive for long 

in a climate of pervasive dishonesty. 

3 If then somebody is going to lead us out from the approaching darkness, 

back into the receding light, and it cannot be America, then who can it be if not 

Old Britain? Yes she took a fearful battering in two world wars, and made the 

fatal mistake of trusting America. But she’s back on her feet again, all the wiser 

one hopes for her misfortunes. Like the old she-elephant who has led her herd 

through droughts and perils innumerable, she may totter a bit, but only she has 

the mix of experience, curiosity, self-honesty, flexibility and wisdom to lead the 

way. Pray that she still has the will, and the self-confidence, to try. 

 

POSTSCRIPT 

 I found this a very difficult chapter to complete, principally because some 

of the conclusions are so surprising and so personally unwelcome to me. While I 

always suspected there was something dodgy about the Pearl Harbour story I 

never expected it would be the KGB. And I was brought up to believe that 

America was Britain’s closest ally, not her treacherous pick-pocket. But any 

decent historian, or scientist as I am, must be prepared to change their minds 

when the evidence comes down otherwise. Readers will of course make up their 

own minds but before doing so I urge them to read in particular “The Battle of 

Bretton Woods” by Benn Steil, The Weapon that Won the War, by Buderi, and 

Budianski’s Blackett’s War,  all much praised works of American scholarship, 

which certainly startled me.[References] 

 

NOTES 
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NOTE 1. When my wife and I were crossing the Atlantic in 1968 a tiny 

warbler landed on our ship during a storm in mid ocean. That he could have 

flown so far seemed to us miraculous. We got him to within smelling distance of 

Long Island but he dropped dead trying to make the final lap. In tribute to his 

gallantry I decided to get to the bottom of avian aerodynamics, a fascinating 

endeavour which, among other things led me to become a glider pilot. It turned 

out, much to my amazement, that the range of any flying machine is independent 

of its size. If a Jumbo or a goose could do it, then so could a warbler. 

The Wright brothers had always been heroes of mine, I’d even been to their 

workshop in Ohio. But when I applied my equations to their famous Flyer things 

simply wouldn’t work out. I assumed of course that I’d made a mistake. Then 

why did every other calculation work out exactly, including that of Bleriot who 

first flew the Channel in 1909. So then I looked at the historical evidence for the 

famous flight at Kittyhawk, and piece by piece it came apart. If you don’t believe 

me go to to the link on p 114. It’s telling that no replica of the Flyer with a 12 

Horse power engine like theirs has managed to take off. Yes they did fly after 

1903 – but only with the aid of a massive catapult. Unlxt.ike Bleriot’s, their 

design was all wrong, something they never remedied. They left no legacy. 

NOTE 2. In a trip deep into the FSU in 1986 I unexpectedly ran into my hero 

Jakov Z’eldovich, one of the finest astrophysicists and greatest minds of the 

20TH  century – and incidentally the brains behind the Hydrogen Bomb. He told 

me many fascinating things – for instance of the imminent collapse of the 

Soviet Union, and for reasons I have never heard anyone else mention.  But 

that’s another story. He also led me to believe that both Russian and American 

scientists, at great risk to their lives, had been sharing their bomb secrets 

throughout the Cold War because neither lot trusted their own politicians to 

keep the peace. I later found evidence to support his claim, but which, in all 

conscience, I cannot reveal. Anyway why should he lie? His own life was on the 

line. Right from the beginning some bomb scientists have felt the same way. 
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The Venona Project revealed  that one young American scientist called 

Theodore  Hall had gone to the Russian Embassy in Washington and spilled the 

beans on the Manhattan project as early as 1945( He afterwards settled in 

Britain as a bio-physicist). One could argue that Klaus Fuchs and Nunn-May 

were not so much traitors to Britain as heroic saviours of mankind. With a 

Hollywood Cowboy like Curtis Le May in charge of the US Strategic Air 

Command it was vital to prevent him imagining ‘We got an edge’. Incidentally 

Kariton and Z’eldovitch had worked out the critical mass of Uranium 235 in 

1939, even before the British. There is much more on this in my ‘novel’ 

Crouching Giant. [Note 6] 

 

NOTE 3: Roosevelt was a highly successful US political animal – which means 

he was almost unprincipled. He would and did say almost anything to anybody if 

it would further his immediate political ends. Let me just give one instance. In 

1940, against the strong advice of his senior admirals, R insisted on stationing the 

Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbour. Thus the subsequent disaster was largely R’s 

responsibility. So what did he do? He sacked those same admirals and ordered an 

inquiry into their conduct (which conveniently didn’t take place until after the 

war was over and R was dead). Worse still, far worse, he appointed in their place 

a drunken incompetent he dug out of the US Navy’s ‘Elephant Graveyard’. 

Admiral Ernest J. King, who had no command experience, was invariably in a 

drunken rage (his daughter’s testimony) and had a sulphurous hatred for the 

British, the Royal Navy in particular (was that his attraction for R?). At least four 

times King almost lost the Atlantic war: failing for six months to introduce a 

convoy system off the US East Coast; failing to turn off the city lights there with 

the result that British oil-tankers were silhouetted against them, perfect targets for 

waiting U-boats; failing, against the direct orders of the Combined Chiefs of 

Staff, to deliver a handful of Very Long Range Aircraft to help close the 

notorious Atlantic Air gap where allied shipping was most vulnerable to U-boats; 
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and then in March 1943, without warning or excuse, entirely withdrawing the US 

Navy from the North Atlantic just as the fateful battle there was reaching its very 

climax . He might as well have been a Nazi.  

 

NOTE 4 The timeline of events leading up to PH  makes for interesting reading: 

1930s: Japan occupies Manchuria 

1937:  Japan attacks China 

1939: US embargoes export of steel scrap and av-gas to Japan 

1941 Jan.: US closes Panama Canal to Japan. 

26/7/41: US freezes J assets in America. 

1/8/41: US cuts off all oil exports to Japan (which gets more than 80% of its oil 

from there).  A sabre thrust to the guts. 

26/11/41: Ultimatum from US Secretary of State Cordell Hull (prepared by 

Dexter White) contains the notorious Sect. 2 Clause 3: “The Government of 

Japan will withdraw all military, naval, aviation and police forces from China 

and Indo-China.” 

7/12/41 Pearl Harbour attack. 

      Any way you read that, Japan had no recourse but to military action. 

Roosevelt’s subsequent thunderous denunciation of the attack: “A day that will 

live in infamy,”, has more than a touch of hypocrisy about it. Whether PH was a 

consequence of cunning, foolishness or KGB manipulation then becomes a very 

good question. 

  Roosevelt was an enigmatic chameleon who somehow managed to 

control the US press – never very sharp. The US public was, for example, never 

to know that R was completely crippled by his Polio, nor that, besides his wife, 

he kept a mistress in the White House. Perhaps we can forgive Churchill for 

being so completely taken in. Everyone else was. 
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NOTE 5. THE SUITCASE FULL OF SECRETS According to Buderi (p27) 

inside Bowen’s suitcase: “  ..lay nothing less than the military secrets of Britain,  

virtually every single technological item the country could bring to bear on the 

war. Had some freak accident burst the lock off the chest, the platform would 

have been awash in blueprints and circuit diagrams for rockets, explosives, 

superchargers, gyroscopic gunsights, self-sealing fuel tanks and even the initial 

germs of the jet engine and the atomic bomb.”  All the Brits asked in return was 

the Norden bomb-sight, which Roosevelt personally refused to them “on political 

grounds”.  

NOTE 6: I have spent much time living  in the US, principally working on the 

Hubble Space Telescope program for over 30 years. It was a very exciting time 

mixing with many  exciting, colourful people, full of adventures and 

misadventures. For  those interested I have just published a series of 4 self- 

contained  novels covering  that experience between 1964 and 2012 . You can 

look them up on Amazon. Titles, in chronological order: Against the Fall of 

Night, The Whispering Sky, Crouching Giant & finally  Beyond the Western 

Stars. 
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